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Note in your letter that you ar@sﬁm&tmg commentr
"IN OPPOSITION TO PETITIONEJRS—F ,
RECONSIDERATION OF THE R@@T ORDER ON

VIDEO DESCRIPTION".
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Fc'ions ara vy the ™ & FS®Cration of the Blind.,

'
strongly urge all who read this letter and care about

O description for television Programming to write to

CC, expressing your support for video description
our appreciation for the FCC's July vote
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RECEIVED
NOV 1 32000 Frank D. Helman

54290 Pebblestone Lane
FCC MAIL ROOMgIkhart, IN 46514-4878  LOCKET FILE OOPY ORiGi.
(210) 262-5430 e-mail. fdhelman@aol.com Fax: (219) 266-5046

November 6, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Subject:  Docket No. 99-339,
Dear Secretary Salas:

| am writing to express my appreciation to the commissioners of the
FCC for their courageous vote requiring the television networks to begin
providing video descriptions for television programming. As a person
suffering from macular degeneration and who will undoubtedly lose most
vision in the future, | believe that it is very important for anyone who cannot
see the screen to have a means of knowing what is happening on the
television.

| am in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration of the reported
order on video description. This is necessary for visually impaired persons.
| am of the understanding that the petitioners have not provided any new
information that the FCC has not already considered in making their
decision.

Again, thank you for your enlightened decision,

Sincerely,
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RECEIVED
Magaiie Saias, Secretary
N@V 132m The Fedorai Communications Sommigeion
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I am umiting thic iztter to you fon covenal neasens The finct baing
te extend my sincere appreciation to all the Commissioners of the
F € C for their vote requiring the networks to begin providing the
extremely necessary and essential service to all people who are
vision impaired and blind and who still enjoy the entertainment and

essenticl information that television gives.

I have been enjoying narrated movies for years now since I really
can't perceive whats going on without it Or someone talking me
thru it thus eliminating me going to the movies anymore . My
children are now grown and gone so unless its news time or court 1

really don't even turn on t.v. at all. There are too many shows

that ave aotion nacked and unlecz ans har nescanahlu sond vieian id
is impossible to tell what it is geing on. Since I heard of the news

concerning the descriptive video in April of 2002 I have been
ecstatic

Last but certainly not least I want to submit my comments

concerning DOCKET NO.99-339 )

I am in total and complete” IN OPPOSITION TO PETITIONERS

FOR RECONSIDERATION OF THE REPORTED ORDER ON VIDEO

DESCRIPTION".

Thank you for your time and cou;tderntnon, No. of Copies racd 2
List ABCDE
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Susan Dunham
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November 7, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communication Commission
445 12™ Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket 99-339

Dear Ms. Salas:

We are a Support Group for Visually Impaired and Blind individuals in Hot Springs,
Arkansas. As a group, we were excited about the agreement to include audio description
with TV programming beginning in April 2002.

We understand that you have received “Petitions to Reconsider” the audio description on
TV programming. This group in Hot Springs urges you to please leave your decision to
stand as is, so that we may receive the audio description in April 2002.

Sincerely,

Hot Springs Support Group for Blind and Visually Impaired
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November 7, 2000

I/m writing

I'm writing in regard to the petitions that were filed

aginst the video description service.
I so much appreciate the commissioners of the Fcc for their
couragious vote, requiring the networks to begin prividing
this essential information service, to people who are blind
and visually impaired. ‘

It is important for someone who iEx canot or is visually
impairedto have an alternate means=i.e.- video discription.
And knowing what's happening on the television. It really
helps so much. Especially if you're by yourself.. I'm
totally blind, and i know that i sure could use it. I
would like to be able to turn on my television in April
2002, and be able to have video description. Service.

I feel a that this is important to blind and visually
impaired people. and the petisioners have not provided
any new information that was not alreaky known at the time
of the Fccc's ruling.

I'm submitting comments in opposision to petisioners
for reconsiderationof the order video descritption.

docket no. 99*339,

Sincerely
Mary Jeabne Brown
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ne: Docket No. 99- j "IN CPOSIIION 0 PELITIONERS FOR RE:

CCNSID.RATICN O MHy 40 5D 0 ADER ON OF VIDHO ZDESCRIPITIONT.
I wish to thank #nd express my profound anpreciation to the

Novenmbsar 7, 2000

Commisioners for thelr corageous and progressive votes to imnlement

Vides Descripticn on commerkcial networks by #pril, 200J.

Wilile watehing (actually only listening to) mevies and other
television »rozrams, I am accutely aware that I miss the details
that crly be assertained by visual observation. <Lthe :croblem: I
do 1ot know what informstion was not perceived.

I have had limited expericnce with Video Descrption On P33 and
movies on video and mave found the service extreemely beenficial.

In addition, Descriotive Videl will also bheneflt the sighted
and hearing viewers just a2s Clmosed Captioning has helped them,

fegarding an ofganization of blind persons who may be asking
for reconindration, it is my belief that rmost of the members want
Descriptive video. However, once agnin the members are enamoured by
their misguided lesders that the members will ask "How High" when

commanded to so.

?lease conticue to persue the course of implementing Descriptive
3ervice as soon as possible,
*hanks again for this bold decision.
Sincerely

Dick Seifert
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Old Dominion Council of the Blind and Visually Impaired, Inc.
@ Virginia Affiliate of the American Council of the Blind

November 9, 2000 :
RECEIVED
Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communication Commission NOV1 3 2000
445 12" Street SW
Washington, DC 20554 FCC MAIL ROOM
Dear Ms Salas:

RE: ket No, 99-339
On July 21, 2000, The Federal Communication CUMEB!RS’n took courageous and
commendable action which will require television networks to begin providing video
description of the key visual elements of television programming for blind and visually
impaired viewers throughout the United States. Countless numbers of blind and visually
impaired individuals are already looking forward to this new access to information,
education, and recreational opportunities.

Recently it has come to our attention that “petitions to reconsider’” have been submitted
by television, cable, the motion picture industry and by the National Federation of the
Blind. This is a most unfortunate action on the part of the petitioners especially the
National Federation of the Blind which claims to be a voice of blind and visually
impaired individuals, but actually represents-only a small percentage of this segment of
America’s disabled citizens.

We urge you to uphold the July 21* action so that blind and visually impaired persons
can have the benefit provided by the video description and will significantly enrich their
lives. We might point out that deaf citizens have had, for many years, the access to a
parallel service which enables them to increase their access to information just as your
July 21* action will provide for blind and visually impaired persons.

Currently some visually impaired persons have video description to a limited number of
motion pictures and a few programs televised on public television stations. They, there-
fore, are keenly aware of the additional pleasure which will accrue to them as a result of
your action cited above.

Again, we commend the FCC for this important progressive step to enrich the lives of
blind and visually impaired persons and strongly urge that the “petition for
reconsideration” be rejected. We point out to you that the petitioners have provided no
new or additional information to justify their position.

Sincerely,

Roy J. Ward, Pas '{f:sident :
RIW:pjs '
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Shelley Houghtaling
300 Carriage Way
Davison, MI 48423

November 9, 2000

Docket NO. 99-339
,_——-———J

Dear Magalie Salas:

The purpose of this letter is to express my great appreciation for
the Federal Communication Commission's decision on requiring
televigsion networks to provide video descriptive services for blind
and visually impaired persons. I am writing this letter in
opposition to petitions for reconsideration of the reported order
on video descriptive services.

As a blind individual it is crucial to have an alternate form of
watching television. At this time there are many television
programs that I cannot enjoy simply because 1 cannot see what's
happening on the screen. This makes it difficult to understand
some shows that have a lot of visual effects. Video description is
no different than the closed captioning service that has been
provided to deaf persons for several years. Blind persons have
been long awaiting this service and are looking forward to it in
the near future. The video descriptive service would allow blind
persons to have equal access to television programs which I believe
should be one of our equal rights.

The petitioners have not been able to provide any new information
regarding this decision that was not already known at the time
that this ruling was made. Therefore, I feel that the original
decision should not be changed.

Sincerely,

Shelley Houghtaling
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NOV 1 3 2000

FCC MAL 7 17 Fort George Hill
New York, NY 10040
November 8™ | 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 - 12* St., SW

Washington, DC

Re: Docket No. 99-339
\‘__——-)
Dear Ms. Salas:

I am in total opposition to the Petition for reconsideration of the reported order on
Video Description, under the docket number above.

I am a staff executive with a religious organization that prides itself on being the
founding agency of The Jewish Braille Institute. As such, we are deeply concerned at
the possibility of a reconsideration of an FCC decision which affects the welfare and
happiness of the blind and visually impaired.

I strongly urge you not to undertake this reconsideration.

RG/jm
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Maga‘lfeSa]as,Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL
445 12™ Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554
November 3, 2000

Dear Ms. Salas,

This is regarding Docket # 99-339. ,
This letter is in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration of the reported
order on video description.

I wish to express my appreciation to the Commissioners of the FCC for their
courageous vote requiring the networks to begin providing video description
service for people who are blind or visually impaired.

It is very importan: for anyone who cannot see the screen to have an
alternate means for knowing what’s happening on the television. Words
cannot express how much video description means to me. It has allowed me
to enjoy movies and plays with family and friends and given me a real
feeling of independence. I have been looking forward to turning on my
television in April, 2002, to enjoy shows with family and friends and to use
the video description to help understand the visual aspects of the
programming.

1 want to be able to enjoy the same programming as others.

Sincerely,

Ol rorah i O
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RECEIVED
Arthur L. Miles
NOV 1 32000 Trackside I

Robin Circle [ -EI
FCC MAIL ROOM

Johnstown, WN.,Y. I2095

November I, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary
The PFederal Communications Commission

45 12th Street, SW
¥ashington, DC 2055

Dear Commission Members,

Thank you for your courgeous decision of July,2000,
Docket No. 29—329, that would require televisi on networks
to implemen escripntive T,V. of network programing, be-
rinming in April, 2002,

Petitions submitted by networks, cable systems, etc.
to request thet the July ruling be ovarturned, should be
denied. There is nc new information at this time that wes
not known at the time of wyour July ruling.

I hrve seen = few described movies rnd I find the des-
crintions do enhance T.V, pleasure ond imnrove access to
tne gction.

Descriptive video will be another sten along the road
to making T.V. entertsinment and information, accessible to
blind and visu~1lly imosred Americans. Ne of the blind comm-
unity will look forward to descrintive T.V. in April, 2002
and x1ll be collectively thankful for 1it.

Sincerely yours,

l';_'/:“ '7; . '7%)26’

Arthur L. Miles

ha, of Copies rec'd Q ——
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MVI 32@0 cSylvie Kashdan

1707 N.W. 58th St. #3
FCe May. ROON Seattle, WA 98107

November 7, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Official Docket No. 99-339
Comments in opposition to pelitioners for reconsideration of the reported order on video
description

Dear FCC commissioners:

I would like to express my appreciation for your July ruling requiring television networks to
begin providing video descriptions of the key visual elements in television programming starting
in April, 2002. | am a blind person who lost vision in mid life. | very much miss being able to
enjoy the visual aspects of quality films, plays scientific, arts and news programs because of my
vision loss. [f | do not know what visual images are being presented, it is much more difficult for
me to follow the presentations. Video description makes it possible for me to enjoy and
understand my favorite films, plays and other programs again. Although | am able to obtain
some films with video description from the library, they are few and far between, and do not
generally include the high quality material | am most interested in. | therefore have been
looking forward to April, 2002, when | could simply turn on my television set and utilize the
video descriptions to understand the visual aspects of the programming.

| have spoken to many other blind and visually impaired people who are similarly excited about
the opportunities that video description opens up for us.

| understand that you have received petitions asking you to reconsider your ruling. However, |
urge you to take into account that these petitions do not provide any new information which was
unknown to you at the time of your decision. | hope you will not disappoint those of us who
have been looking forward to more fully participating in the cultural life of our country.

Sincerely yours,

Sylvie Kashdan

No. ¢f Copies rec'd Q___
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RECEiveL

NOV'1 3 2000
Magali Salos, Secretary FCC M
45 1% o oms Commission C MAIL Rooy
Washington, DC 20554

November 8, 2000

Re: Docket No. 99-339 /

Dear FCC Commissioners:

This letter is to express my request that you stand firm with your decision to make Descriptive Video
Service (DVS) available beginning April of 2000.

I am blind and have been blind since March of 1997. 1 used to enjoy watching television for both
entertainment and news. The TV is seldom on anymore because it is such a visual medium. Ihave been
exposed to DVS programming through public television and DVS video tapes through the Talking Book
program. I can tell you from first hand experience that the DVS format makes a world of positive
difference.

I believe that this is an quality of life and equal access issue for the visually impaired. In addition, DVS
makes TV a better venue for a broader audience. I would think it a benefit to Networks and television
stations to broaden their audience, not restrict it.

T urge to stand firm on your courageous decision to require DVS. I believe it to be in the long term interest
of the visually impaired as well as the television broadcasters of this Country and all Americans.

Sincerely,

Paul R. Hugel




Robert Barnes RE CEl VED

P.O.Box 17138

seattle, WA 98107 NOV1 32009
November 7, 2000 FCC Mai ROOM

DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

Magalie Salas, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Official Docket No. 99-339
Comments in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration of the reported order on video description

Dear FCC commissioners:

I have been severely visually impaired all my life. I have a great deal of difficulty seeing displays on a TV
screen. If I do not know what visual images are being presented, it is much more difficult for me to follow
the presentations. I would like to express my appreciation for your July ruling requiring television
networks to begin providing video descriptions of the key visual elements in television programming
starting in April, 2002.

Video description makes it possible for me to enjoy and understand my favorite films, plays and other
programs. Although I am able to obtain some films with video description from the library, they are few
and far between, and do not generally include the high quality material I am most interested in. I therefore
have been looking forward to April, 2002, when I could simply turn on my television set and utilize the
video descriptions to understand the visual aspects of the programming.

I have spoken to many other blind and visually impaired people who are similarly excited about the
opportunities that video description opens up for us.

I understand that you have received petitions asking you to reconsider your ruling. However, I urge you
to take into account that these petitions do not provide any new information which was unknown to you at
the time of your decision. I hope you will not disappoint those of us who have been looking forward to
more fully participating in the cultural life of our country.

Sincerely yours,

MNo. of Copies rec'd ( 2
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November 6,2000

Magerie Salas, Secretary e 13 2000
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12% SW . FCo L ROOM

Washington, D.C. 20554

To Whom It May Concemn:
T am sending these comments in opposition to the petitioners for reconsideration of the reported order on
video description regarding docket No. 99-339.

I am writing to tell you how much I appreciate the courage and concern you have for those who are blind or
visually impaired in taking a stand and making your recent ruling requiring TV stations to provide video
description.

Video description I believe is essential to being able to gain full understanding of programs being viewed.
1 have had the experience of viewing described videos and found that there were essential pieces of the
movie I would have not have known if not for the description. For example, I had viewed the movie “Field
of Dreams” without video description alone and had no idea that there was a com field that the baseball
players and others faded into. This was an essential piece of the movie that needed to be known in order to
have greater understanding of the meaning being conveyed by the producer.

This also goes for any other movie or television show being shown where the non-verbal cues are essential
to the plot of the story. For example, in mystery programs or other similar programming,

It is also essential in being able to inform consumers of products. It is very frustrating to view a product
being advertised that I may be interested in or want to purchase and be told to call or write to a number or
address printed on the screen.

Without auditory accessibility I am not able to access entertainment that others have access to such as
digital cable television or satellite dish networks.

I find it essential for me to be aware of weather warnings posted or news items, which need description as
they are flashed on the screen without auditory explanation,

Please keep your recent ruling intact? Do not change it because of pressure from the people who state it is
not essential because of a difference in philosophy regarding the needs of the blind or would cost them
more to provide these services. The deaf have had closed captioning for quite some time. We too need
these advances. The information being presented to you has been presented prior to the ruling and there is
really nothing new. I urge you to uphold the ruling made in July 2000.

With sincere appreciation for your efforts,

Sincerely yours,

Rosemarie Facilla

No. of Copies rec'd ( ‘Z i
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e 7937
Dear Sir: SEA O R

FAW R L

We appreciate what the commissioners of the FCC for their courageous vote requiring networks to
begin providing television that is accessible for blind and visually impaired citizens.Our visually impaired
friends in North Carolina have enjoyed the video description and have been looking forward to April.
2002, to enjoy television shows with their families and friends and to use the video descriotion to help
them understand the visual aspects of the programming.

Being a retired teacherfrom the Governor Morehead School for the Blind in Raleigh, N.C. I am now
president of the Sir Walter Lioness Club and of the Governor Morehead History and Archives Society.It
is very important to the groups I represent to make this video description attainable for the visually

1 am submitting these comments in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration of the reported order
on Video
Description. (Docket No. 00-339)

November 9,2000
‘01 “P- ci\—bﬂ St Sicerely,
n,\é\‘?s‘é\\, NG 27001 Lowd) T

Lois Moffett
ret. teacher,GM.S

No. of Copies rec'dQ___
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RECEIVED
NOV 1 32000 3020 N. 36" Street Apt G 308
Phoenix, AZ 85018
FCC MAIL ROOM November 6, 2000

97-33 4

Magalie Salas, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Secretary Salas

I am writing concerning “Petitions to Reconsider” you have received regarding
your July ruling which would require television networks to begin providing video
description of the key elements of television programming for the blind and visually
impaired by April 2002

The July ruling was a tremendous step forward for the blind and is much
appreciated by those of us who are blind. Try closing your eyes for a period of time
when you watch your favorite TV program drama or sitcom and realized how much the
blind are missing.

It is my understanding that the Petitions received by you present no new
information that was not available when the July ruling was made. I hope you reject the
Petitions and proceed with the changes for april 2002.

This letter is being typed for me by a volunteer who reads my mail and handles
my checkbook.

Sincerely, .
ey e
Ruth Protas

Docket No. 99-339

No. of Copies rec'd__( 2
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6426 Bancroft Ave. <:§EX\J$EXB
St. Louis, Mo. P\E
November 8, 2000 37_@“

Magalie Salas, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission N\p
405 12th Street SW £CO
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Petitions to reconsider your July 2lst ruling, (Docket
Number 99‘359 ) .
mam—————

Please accept my sincere thanks to you whose vote
has provided me with descriptive television programming and
descriptive video service. After all these years of
unexplained noise and mystifying silence I find it gratifying
to know what is being shown on the TV or movie screen.

Please do not reconsider your July ruling. The petition-
ers for reconsideration have not provided any new information
which was not known at the time the FCC reached its decision.

Once again I thank you for your concern and the action
you have taken to benefit those of us who are blind or
visually impaired.

Very truly yours,

Zada Albee

MNo. of Copies rec'd Q
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Alfred Gasper

22 Miyrtle St. RECEIVED

Watertown MA 02472

November 8, 2000 mv 1 3 zwa
FCC MAIL ROOM

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communication Commission
445 12™ Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Docket No. 99-339 )

I would like to express my thanks for the FCC’s original ruling in favor of descriptive video . I do not feel
that there has been any new information to suggest that it not be implemented as voted on by the FCC .

I'am a person with some vision and am able to see some of what is shown. I did not realize how much I
was missing until I viewed a movie with DVS .

It is hard for me to understand how any consumer group for the blind could be in opposition to this
technology that will make for enjoyment and information.

Again I urge the Commission to stay with their original and correct vote . Having DVS available on prime
time and major networks will make for viewing on the same footing as all our family members.

Sincerely,
Alfred Gasper

No. ¢f Copies rec’d_( 2

List ABCDE




UOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

Jan M. Stanko

26 Greenleaf Circle R EC El VE D

Asheville, NC 28804

9 November 2000 NOV 1 32000
Magalie Salas, Secretary FCC MAIL ROOM

The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Docket Number 99-339
Comments in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration
of the reported order on video description.

Dear Ms. Salas:

Thanks to the FCC for their July decision requiring television networks to provide audio
descriptions of programs by April 2002. Video description is a necessary service which is
needed immediately. I have been enjoying described video tapes which I borrow from the
North Carolina State Library for the Blind. I have been delighted to have the few movies
or plays described as I watch them on television. Words of description complement the
action and complete the understanding of what would otherwise be half messages resulting
from incomplete information. I am certain that the ADA law intends to create an all
inclusive enrvironment, which dictates that network programming needs to be audio
descriptive as well. You can easily imagine the tension and annoyance created when a
sighted person takes the time to describe a scene to a visually impaired person while
simultaneously missing what comes up next. The description needs to be included in the
original material.

We also need descriptive video service for informational programs such as the news.
Emergency alerts scrolled across the bottom of a screen are fine for sighted persons and
the hearing impaired, but after being alerted by the audio signal, a visually impaired person
becomes frustrated because they cannot determine the nature of the alert.

Since the facts prevailing at the time of the original decision have not changed and there is
an immediate need for descriptive audio, I see no reason for delaying the implementation. -
The networks should provide this service as soon as possible. It is my hope that this will
be done long before April 2000.

Siggerely,

Jan M. Stanko

1. i Copies rec’d_( z
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1350 East Indianola AVE.

Phoenix, AZ 85014

November 6, 2000 RECEIVED
NOV 1 32000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission FCC MAIL ROOM

445 12th st, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear MS. Salas

1 am writing this letter concerning docket no. #99-339, in opposition to petitions for Reconsideration of the
required order on video description. I underSTand that the petitions present nothing new that hasn't already
been presented.

I am blind and really enjoy the descriptive video. I have seen three different videos both with and without
the descriptive video and the descriptive video made them all much more enjoyable. I realized just how
much I was missing without it. I was looking forward to seeing this option in April of 2002 and now fear I
will loose it.

Please don't change your July vote now! We have closed captioning for the hearing impaired, why
notdescriptive video for the blind and visually impaired.

Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Cheryl Kells

ro. ¢f Copies rec'd _Q_____,.
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RECEIVED
NOV 1 32000
FCC MAIL ROOM

November 3, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communication Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: IN OPPOSITION TO PETITIONERS FOR RECONSIDERATION OF THE
REPORTED ORDER ON VIDEO DESCRIPTION.

ial Filings — D . 99-
Official Filings — Docket No. 99-339
Dear Ms. Salas:

I am writing you this letter to first to express my appreciation for your courageous vote
requiring the television networks to begin providing this essential information service to
people who are blind and visually impaired such as myself.

Secondly, I believe it is important to have this alternate means for knowing what is
happening on the television. So often television programs or movies are discussed in our
lives. I have been looking forward to turning on my TV in April 2002, to enjoy
television shows and movies with my family and friends and to use the video description
to help me understand the visual aspects of the programming.

Lastly, this video description is a valuable tool. The petitioners have not provided any
new information which was not already known at the time the FCC reached its decision
and issued the ruling. This is a crucial component of any petition to reconsider. I urge
you to let this ruling stand.

Sincerely, ..

¢ Copies rac’d_Q__._.

Ross N. Pangere .
List ABCDE
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NOV 1 32900
FCC MAIL Room

68 Gilman Street
Hartford, CT 06114-2536

November 9, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th st., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Docket No. 99-339
Comments in OppBEIETEﬁ to Petitioners for Reconsideration
of the Reported Order on Video Description.

Dear Secretary Salas:

As I understand it, the FCC ruled on July 21, 2000 to require
television networks to begin providing video description ot the
key visual elements of television programming for blind and
visually imlpaired viewers by April, 2002. I am writing in
support of this FCC ruling and in opposition to the petition for
reconsideration submitted jointly by television, cable and
motion picture associations and the National Federation of the
Blind.

As I understand it, the petitioners have not provided any new
information which was not already known at the time the FCC made
its July 21st ruling supporting video descriptive captioning. I
am blind and know blind members of the National Federation of
the Blind who love the descriptive video services found in some
videos and tv programs and it is difficult to juxtoppose these
members’ usage with their organizational stance.

Because I have a busy life style and don’t like the calibre of
many tv programs, my tv usage these days is low. However, many
blind people watch tv and videos by listening to the dialogue
and music and drawing insight on the on going action from the
general ambiance. Instances exist throughout history of
"exceptional"” blind people overcoming whatever odds faced them
while the majority fell to the level forced upon them by their
societies and circumstances. We have the resources in this
sogiety to offer descriptive video captioning to greatly augment
blind people’s understanding of and appreciation for our society
and our world.

i1o. ¢f Cop.es rec'd
] i . o List ABCDE
Blindness is no respector of class, age, race, belief %%séem,

cultgre.or society. With the addition of descriptive wideo-
cqptlonlpg! many people continue to enjoy news and entertainment
with a minimum of transition from a sighted to a blind
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perspective.

I would like to express my appreciation to the FCC for its July
21st ruling requiring the networks to begin providing
descriptive video captioning to the blind and visually impaired.

Thank you for your atention to this correspondence.
Cheree Heppe

Member, American Council of the Blind

c.cC. c. Crawford




